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9 June 2018 
 
 
 
Dear Convener, 
 
I am writing to inform you of changes we intend to make to student support in response to 
the recommendations made by the independent review of Further (FE) and Higher Education 
(HE) student support.  
 
As I am sure you will be aware, the Review was commissioned in October 2016 and was 
independently chaired by Jayne-Anne Gadhia, CEO Virgin Money UK.  The final 
recommendations were published on 20th November 2017.  
 
As a first step, the Scottish Government will provide additional funding of over £21 million by 
the end of this Parliament to improve support for students.  
 
As part of that, investment of over £5 million will be provided in this financial year, 2018/19, 
to increase bursaries for full-time care-experienced students in FE and HE to £8,100 per 
year, as per the Review’s recommendation of funding equivalent to the Scottish Living 
Wage.  This builds on the Scottish Government’s existing commitment to support care-
experienced young people to access FE and HE.   
 
Investment of £16 million will also be provided in 2019/20 to increase college bursaries and 
university grants for students from the lowest income families, and expand access to them.  I 
will provide Parliament with the details of this at an early opportunity ahead of the summer 
recess period.   
 
Finally, the Scottish Government previously committed to increasing the HE student loans 
repayment threshold to £22,000 to increase the amount graduates earn before they start 
paying back student loans.  We have now decided the threshold will be increased to £25,000 
instead. We anticipate implementation of this by April 2021.  Further to that, and from this 
year, the maximum repayment period for student loans will be lowered from 35 to 30 years. 
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My focus throughout the review process and during subsequent implementation 
considerations has been on improving support for the most disadvantaged students.   
 
I am sure you will agree that these improvements will take us some significant way forward 
in improving support for the poorest students.  
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
SHIRLEY-ANNE SOMERVILLE 


